
Permitting Modernization
Help America Lower Energy Costs, Increase Grid Reliability and Create Jobs!

Citizensʼ Climate Lobby believes it is critical to speed up the process of building America's clean
energy infrastructure. Changes to the current process for permitting energy projects must be
made so America can lower greenhouse gas emissions and ensure American households have
access to affordable and reliable clean energy. CCL appreciates that the debt ceiling agreement
included some provisions that will help streamline clean energy permitting. But it's not enough.

More comprehensive permitting reform is still required, and speeding up the process to expand
and update our countryʼs energy transmission system is a key part of what is still needed. The
Building Integrated Grids With Inter-Regional Energy Supply (BIGWIRES) Actwould be a
major step in the right direction and provide Americans with low cost, reliable energy. In fact it
could save Americans $330 million to $2.46 billion annually, would achieve a 58% reduction in
power outages, and reduce emission by 5.5 percent (2024 MIT study, Botterud et al.). Congress
should advance BIGWIRES now.

There is also a critical need to modernize permitting for specific technologies like nuclear,
hydropower, and geothermal power as well as bipartisan bills that would achieve needed
permitting changes for these technologies. Each of these bills should be passed or included in any
permitting reform package.

Key technology specific permitting legislation:

● Advance Act (S. 1111) (passed Senate) and The Atomic Energy Advancement Act (H.R.
6544) (passed House), would boost development and deployment of new nuclear
technologies and incentivize expansion of nuclear energy in America.

● The Community and Hydropower Improvement Act (S.1521) would streamline the
permitting process, increase tribal engagement and oversight, expedite low impact
projects, promote healthy habitat and coordinate federal decision making.

● Geothermal Amendments to Energy Policy Act (H.R. 6474) would expedite geothermal
development by allowing for a new categorical exclusion for geothermal.

● Harnessing Energy at Thermal Sources (HEATS) Act (H.R. 7409) would amend the
Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 to waive the requirement for a federal drilling permit for
certain activities.

We urge Congress to work in a bipartisan manner to enact comprehensive changes to our energy
infrastructure permitting process. We believe both parties must come to an agreement on reforms
and these bills represent important policies that should be an important component of any
permitting reform package.
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